
Karamoja, Uganda 
 

1921 Closed district and mobility restricted (outlying districts ordinance);          
require a permit to enter “ISOLATION” 

1943 Severe drought in Karamoja 

1952 Drought and Pokot plan raid each other 

1957 The current Ngimoru (Mountains) received power, but have not handed 
over to Ngigetei (Gazelles) - intergenerational transfer of power! 

1961 Floods – KJA/Teso 

1963 Seizure of cattle using helicopters (Nagilgil) 

1965-66 Severe drought – Karamoja migrate to Jie and Dodoth 

1971 Idi Amin comes to power  

1972 Mass killing “Nawoikorot” 200 decree of wearing clothes 
Turkana raid – Matheniko – Naki Lord 

1973 Matheniko makes peace with Turkana at Lokiriama 

1974 Matheniko raid Bokora 
Karamoja alliance breaks 

1973/74 Home-made guns “Ngamatida” by Bokora 

1979 Amin runs away 
Matheniko loot Moroto Barracks guns 

1980 Severe drought, famine and cholera outbreak Matheniko Raid Bokora and 
plan 

1982 A Paloris. A Matheniko leader killed by Teso in a peace meeting at Wera 

1983-4 Guns required from Tito Okelo 
Mass migration to Teso 

1984-5 Famine 

1985 Joint disarmament- Kenya – Uganda 

1986 Musseveni overthrows Tito Okelo’s government 

1986-90 Massive raids by Karamojong to Teso 

1987 Panyangara are disarmed but react by killing 200 NRA soldiers 

1991 Eregu Hitler of UPA killed Kjong 
All guns taken by warrior 
NRM rewarded warriors with more guns 

 ABEK increases 

1992 Apuao a Matheniko killed by Bokora in a peace meeting  
Many road ambushes 
Vigilantes formed and 1996 made official Alice Lakwena defeated 

1994-6 Peace in KJA – Pulkal Minister of KJA Affairs CAHW’s trained in KJA 

1996 Peter Lokeris Minister for JKA Affairs 
Villantes selected supervised by Army (Abura Pipir) 

1996-
2000 

Drought in KJA. Kjong migrate to Teso raid 800 homestead while 
returning. 

2001 December 3rd - Voluntary disarmament 

2002 February - Forceful phase interrupted by LRA incursions to Teso/LRA 

2005 Disarmament and development but disarmament continued unilaterally 



2006-8 Cordon and search with human rights violations 

2007-8 Floods – KJA/Teso 

2008 Dramatic enchase in NGO activity in KJA 

2009 Raids decrease 

2010 The year of Abuta (crop failure) 

 
 
 


